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MARY BEATRICE OF MODENA,

QTJEEN-COXSOKT OF JAMES II., KING OF GEEAT
BBITAIN AND IRELAND.

MARY BEATEICE ELEANORA D'ESTE was the daughter
of Alphonso, duke of Modena, and his duchess, Laura
Martinozzi, great-niece of cardinal Mazarine. Maiy Beatrice
was born October 5, 1658. She was two years older than her
brother; both- were infant children when their father, duke
Alphonso, died in the flower of his age, leaving them to the
guardianship of their widowed mother. So fearful was their
mother of injuring their characters by pernicious indulgence, that
she erred by exercising too stern a rule of discipline in their
tender childhood.

The duchess of Modena discouraged every symptom of weakness
and pusillanimity in her children, considering such propensities
very derogatory to persons who are born in an elevated station.
Those who conduct the education of princes can never place too
much importance on rendering them, habitually insensible to
fear. Intrepidity and self-possession in seasons of peril are always
expected from royalty. The greatest regal talents and the most
exalted -virtue will not atone to the multitude for want of physical
courage in a king or queen. When Mary Beatrice was a little
child, she was frightened at the chimney-sweepers who came to
clear the chimney of her nursery: her mother made them come
quite close to her, to convince her there was no cause for alarm.
The young duke was compelled to study so hard, that it was
represented to the duchess-regent that his* health was injured by
such close application, and that his delicate constitution required
more recreation and relaxation. Her reply was that of a Roman
mother: " Better that I should have no son, than a son without
wit and merit." Their uncle, prince Rinaldo d'Este, asked the
two children whether they liked best to command or to obey P
The young duke said, boldly, " he should like best to command;"
iihe princess replied, meekly, " that she liked better to obey."
Their uncle told them "it was well that each preferred doing
that which was most suitable, to their respective vocations/'